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FOREWORD

Korean Christianity, which is famous for its explosive church

growth and missionary enthusiasm, owes more than most people realize to

an early Scottish missionary in Manchuria who only once set foot in

Korea. It is fitting therefore, that a missionary to Korea, Dr. James

H. Grayson, should do much to repay that old debt with this valuable

new book John Ross of Manchuria.
A

This is the first thorough attempt to research the background

and extent of the Korean connection of the Scottish mission which Ross

founded. It pulls together many strands of previous inquiry, in Korean,

Chinese and English, correcting some mistakes, adding details and

throwing further light on the very earliest continuing Korean contacts

with Protestant Christianity.

John Ross of Manchuria was one of the giants of. the "great

century" of Christian world mission, the 19th. But because he labored

near the end of that century and because the churches he planted were

far from the better known centers of Christian mission and church

ej^ansion, his name does not often figure in the lists of the Protestant

pioneers. Yet he was indeed a prophetically contemporary pioneer. His

enlightened mission policies and appreciation of the role of the national

church was decades ahead of his time. So also was his happy balance of

an ecumenical approach to mission and forthright evangelistic zeal. The

result was astonishing church growth.

’ Rossks cultural sensitivity, and his emphatic rejection of

"gunboat missions" are refreshing reminders that 19th century missions

were not always as colonialist as they are sometimes portrayed.

It was rot the work in Manchuria, however, but rather the

peripheral but pivotal relationship of Ross to the very beginnings of

Protestant Christianity in Korea that first ar/oused the interest of

Dr. Grayson in the Manchurian pioneer. Months before the first

residential western Protestant missionaries were able to penetrate
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the forbidden coasts of Korea, Ross was baptizing the first Korean

converts 5 translating the New Testament into Korean, and even sending

Korean Christians as colporteurs with copies of scripture portions

back across the border asxroxxsxHwsiKXHS from Manchuria as missionaries

to their homeland. !
- u-L’fk

Dr. James Grayson, to whom we owe this timely book^on the

eve of the one hundredth anniversary of Protesant missions in Korea,

is a professor at the Methodist Theological Seminary in Seoul. He

went to Korea in 1971 as a missionary of the United Methodist Board

of Global Mx-sxi*««Ministries. Born in Newark, N.J., he graduated with

a Phi Beta Kappa key from Rutgers University in 1966. He received an

M.A. degree in anthropology from Columbia University in 1968, and an

M.Div. degree in systematic theology from Duke in 1971.

After his first term in Korea^ where he ^Ta

u

sociology at Kyungbuk National University and serv^'mg as

chaplain at Kyemyong University, he was granted a study leave in

Scotland. There, in 1979, he was awarded a Ph.D. degree in comparative

religion at New College, Edinburgh University, for his dissertation on

"The Emplantation of Religion: The Development of Buddhism and

Christianity in Korea". It was in Scotland that he met and married his

wife, the former Ruth Nancy Hildebrandt, daughter of a distinguished

German scholar.

Grayson is the author of Taegu Guide (R.A.S. and Kyemyong U.,

1980), and of numerous articles and reviews.- But this book will commend

him to an even wider circle of readers. For it is a significant contri-

bution to the study of church history in a highly strategic corner of

the Far East where Christianity has played an important role, not only

religiously, but culturally, socially and politically, as well.

- Samuel Hugh Moffett
Princeton Theological Seminary
Princeton, N.J.
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